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Foreign ministers of 16 NATO nations are meeting in Berlin to discuss ways to make the Atlantic military alliance more
adaptable to the post-Cold War era. Discussion will focus mainly on the creation of a small, solely European task force to
deal with regional conflicts and peace-keeping activities in Furope. At the opening of the meeting on Monday, NATO Sec-
retary General Javier Solana said an important step toward a new NATO will be taken at this meeting. Earlier on Monday,
the U-S and Furopean allies agreed to create a specifically European entity within the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.
The new body would come under the control of the Western European Union or W-E-U, Europe’s only defence set-up. The
new task force would take over the mission of the U-S Forces set to withdraw later this year from the Implementation Force
stationed in Bosnia. With the task force expected to increase European initiative in NATO, France has announced it will
rejoin the organization it had left in protest of the strong U-S presence. On Tuesday, foreign ministers from Russia and
eastern Furopean nations will join NATO foreign ministers to discuss issues such as the expansion of NATO.
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