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ABSTRACT

Kansai accent differs from the version of Japanese spoken in general
use across the country. This technical report proposes a system for la-
belling the prosodic characteristics of Kansai Japanese in accordance
with and extending the J-ToBI Tones and Break Index prosodic label-
ing system, and presents a comparison of a well-known twenty-minute
short story read in the two different accent styles.
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KalNsai ToBI Labelling

Kansai accent differs from the version of Japanese spoken in general use across
the country. This technical report proposes a system for labelling the prosodic
characteristics of Kansai Japanese in accordance with and extending the J-ToBI
Tones and Break Index prosodic labeling system, and presents a comparison of a
well-known twenty-minute short story read in the two different accent styles.

The read speech is not typical of conversational spoken kansai Japanese, and the
text is not that of the Kansai region, but the fact that the reader is from the Kyoto
area is clear from listening to the speech. We present the following pages as a first
step in the direction of labelling the prosody of Kansai speech, and are aware that
the system we currently use may be in need of improvement and revision. We
welcome and comments and suggestions.

Note:

(1) The data that follows is read speech. It is difficult for a Kansai speaker to read
non-Kansai text in ’pure’ Kansai accent. Conversational speech data is required
before a full KaNsai-ToBI can be determined and the difference from J-ToBI can
be known.

(2) The reader of the ’standard’ texts was Kuroyanagi Tetsuko; that of thr Kansai
version was Yoko C 1ta (now Mrs Ken Fujusawa).



JAPANESE ToBI LABELLING GUIDELINES (English version)

1. BREAK INDICES(BI)

s BIl : word (default specification) boundary ; includes particles

s BI2 : Accentual phrase (AP) boundary

(1) In the case of two nuclear accents occurring one after the other and
are of equal height:

/\1’/\

BREAK INDEX 2

(2) In the case of two nuclear accents occurring one after the other,
where the second accent is lower than the first :

i NN
N

I
BREAK INDEX 2

e BI3 : Intermediate phrase (IP) boundary

In the case of two nuclear accents occurring one after the other,
where the second accent is higher than the first :

N
N\
T

BREAK INDEX 3

o BI4 : Intonation phrase (IP) boundary

The end of the accentual phrase with a pause after it,
or the end of the sentence
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2. TONES

H*+L

Marks lexical accent

Place at the beginning of the pitch fall.

(In the sample labelling, it doesn’t necessarily correspond to the

exact beginning of the pitch fall because of the segmentation by mora.)

H- :

Marks an unaccented accentual phrase or the ”phrasal high”
in an accented phrase, if this can be distinguished from the
lexical accent in the FO pattern.

Place at the end of the initial pitch rise.

%wL

Post-pausal initial boundary tone

Place just before the beginning of the accentual phrase
Use in the case of either of the following :

(1) there is a syllabic nasal sound on the second mora
(2) the first accentual phrase begins with a long syllable

(3) the first mora is accented

%L

Post-pausal initial boundary tone

Place just before the beginning of the accentual phrase
Use in the case of either of the following :

(1) unaccented accentual phrases

(2) the second mora or the remaining mora is/are accented

WL%
Weak final boundary tone of accentual phrase

Place at the same interval as break index 2 or 3

Usage : refer to (1), (2), (3) of W%L above
L%

Final boundary tone of accentual phrase
Place just at the break index 2, 3 or 4
Break index 2 or 3 : refer to (1) & (2) mentioned in %L above

Break indéx 4 ; use in the case of no final rise



e H%
Final boundary tone of intonational phrase

Place at the same interval as break index 4

Use in the case of a final rise

e Flow chart of tone labels

break index break index
2o0r3 4
W%L H*+L WL% H%
wr| —_— — —
oL H- o L% \ L%
start J end




KaNsai ToBI Labels

The symbols which have been newly introduced for Kansai Japanese are as follows:

H* + L same as J-ToBI (see following pages)
H * + L H Rise-fall-rise on a sequence of three mora

H— same as J-ToBI (see following pages) but can also be marked on the first
mora of a phrase which starts with a high tone.

L — New. Can be marked on the first mora of a phrase which starts with a
low tone. ~

% w L same as J-ToBI (see following pages) but is not as syntactically-determined

(see examples)

%L same as J-ToBI (see following pages) but is used in contrast to %wL
to indicate an initial low-tone in the folowing samples. This usage should be
replaced by L — in future.

%wH New. See examples in the following pages. Used in conjunction with a
2- break index when (as in ...de-aru) there is a continuous high tone over a

syntactic discontinuity.
w L % same as J-ToBI (see following pages)
L % same as J-ToBI (see following pages)

H%  same as J-ToBI (see following pages) but can be used independently,
while in J-ToBI it is frequently used in conjunction with L % (see examples).

wH% Frequently found on phrase-final particles (and elsewhere) and is used
to indicate a brief phrase-level rise which is not as strong as a question rise.

Note:

(1) Three labels ( L- - %wH - H*4LH ) are currently under consideration and
do not appear in the following samples.



JAPANESE ToBI LABELLING GUIDELINES (Japanese version)

1. BREAK INDEX
o BI 1 : EZE, BIF0EBFRIKE L,
e Bl2 : 7/7+v ADEFRICE,

(1) ERABEOT 7 € v MED FO 25, BERUES :

/\‘/\

BREAK INDEX 2

(2) BADT 7% MED FO HHEAES

N~
\
}

I
BREAK INDEX 2

e BI3 : 7/7%xv goERKEL,
BEBREADT 7Y MEOFOR, BT 7Y FEOFO X b, Snigs .

7\
N
T

BREAK INDEX 3

e Bl 4 : RnH—X0% 25 HEF LU, SCRICE o



2. TONES

H*+L

Yy FOTREBDIEL

(v IASRY v I T, =BT > T3 D,
AF U FEED &E—HLTwhAK)

MERET 7+ v VG KHAw 5,

H-

Yy FOEAMYICEL, _
F1&, 2BIDANOT 72> va) KA,

% w L
R F 7ot BREAK INDEX 4 0B CEHE ( M4#4] F) Kwigl,
R D727y b (1)(2)(3) ownTFhroBEKHn 5,
(1) 2 mora B2% [HEF) ¢TH3
(2) 1 ¥7cit 2 mora B2S [BREE) ¢T3
(3) 77y pEIMIFRTHS
%L
VPR ¥ it BREAK INDEX 4 0803 EEE ( [##1 F) KEL,
RICL DT 7wy vAH(1)(2) DT hrOBEKHW 3,
(1) FBlcd 3
(2) 1B MERET 7% +] TH 2

WL%
T 7ev a0 (BREAK INDEX 2 or 3 0 k) K&K,

[FERGEE _EEE WHL @ (1)(2)(3) &R Lo

L%

77 &y Mo h (BREAK INDEX 2,3 ord o F) WK<,
(BREAK INDEX 2 or 3 D#4)

RS EEE %L @ (1)(2) LFE L.
(BREAK INDEX 4 04)

BREAK INDEX &z ks h FFTAVES AW %,

H%
A v rix—vavaAD#EY (BREAKINDEX 4 k) KiEL,

BREAK INDEX Egiz L Y FAFOEEICHN 3,



KaNsai ToBI

TONES

- H*+L BADOT 7Y PERT,
f OO =2, TRIEDIZERTS,

-H*%+LH lmoradt2 k- T - kL& TWAESIZHERHT A,

- H— BH#EEED 1 mora | ﬁﬁﬁTZDO
(T~ /7f  BEFEEWVI LD,
B ML EoTWAS IHERLTWS, )

- L— {KACEE 0)1mora ERT 5,

- %wlL TEEF /-1, BREAKINDEX O7 7t > MIICHERE$T 5,
Rz <E>7’7+_’/ FJD 1 mora (2, H*+L, BEEED
H- 75 A% E1EH T %,

- %L WEEF 7212, BREAKINDEX O 7 7+t~ MJIfERT 5,
RIZK AT 7> ]\/jo)lmora(( Ty ML,
BEHRED L- L AEEIZHEHT 5,

. %wH 7oy MIT, B AR D BT BAIT

FHTXAEEERD 5,
BREAKINDEX 2- ® FIZEL EFREWEEDbNE,




-wL%

- L%

- H%

-wH%

77Y¥ > NMIO#EY) (BREAKINDEX 2o0r3) (ZfEH T4,
RN, LR %wL &R L,
THRIIIER L2\,

Ty MIDO#FED (BREAKINDEX 2or3ord) (ZfHHT A,
FHREMEE,. EEE %L EF L,

EERSC R EDOSCRIER T 5,

¥/ LEETIE, L%H% & L THER L TW/izads,
2IDEEM L 2 TR mora SFDERIOFZ L
BEWEEIZIEIHR ODATHLHEHTE S,

#)  FE?
772 MO mora 75, FOEROT LN EW

BEHERT 5,
FERICIZiE, R L2z,

L- - %wH - H*+LH 3. BHEEZEL T2 WA,
By INNITRY I TIIER L TWiz vy,

EFEOT 7Y PORBELTVWLDOT, XFEIFYANLD
Ty DO ToBI bEHET 5,



.28

. 3

H*+1L

[ ]

H*+L
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77 MRl
HFEEICRONENWT 2 MR

- i Bl
H- H*+L
ii %l
H*+L
- iii Bl -
@ L 2
iv &l
H— o Y 3 & ]
F;T_Egu . i
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7wy hE

FBEEFICROoNZWT o222 LR

.y
H-
BREEE o—e— o o
vi &l
- L-
{&JE@;'E' e L * —
- vii #!
. H_
L ////
HEZE o——e . —

The numbering of types from i to vii is arbitrary and no meaning or naming is
intended or implied.

Types vi and vii are not used in the following sample labelling but are perhaps to
be preferred (please watch this space). To represent L- in the folowing pages, we
used %L followed by an Fl- on the first mora.

ME vi- iERY YTV IRY S TRER LTV N,
L-I3ERLEWT, H- 1220 T 5,

i~ vilBlE I I CRIEEEDEIRTH- T,
WAFEFE L TV 2y,



SAMPLE LABELLING
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FDIRF LEEHITA (BITE) wvvevrerre v 1
FOIRF L EEEITAT (FEEEE) ceceeeeemrin e 2
hal K?ﬁ‘”%ﬁff”ﬂﬂ.blw‘ﬂ' (Eg@) ................................ 3
SECAMF B BT D (FEEEE) +oeverrrrer e 4
E_—] < '('E:f:\,\l «‘) &ﬁﬁx‘j—é (r;g@‘) ................................ 5
E3| < Tﬁfi\l‘i «‘) &ﬁf)sj‘é (:/H\:J‘Egn) .............................. 6
ﬁg—c‘ﬁﬂ:{:u;&vgbffwéﬁ}%ﬁf (Eg‘@) ............................ 7
ﬁgfcﬁﬂﬁj 7& A H"’C\,\ 51”!:3%75“ (;/H\:Eg:‘g) .......................... 8
bobb, HLENEOERSEELTT (BIE) oo 9
bolb. HENAORSERETT (EEE) oo 10 -
I3BE, Vo ZHTIICRRIATVRSIE) AT (BE) e 11
C3RBE. VoZhYTHIBMESRTRBIEI 2 () e 12
ﬁﬁ’@ﬂﬂ’i%u%@li (@@) ........................................ 13
ﬁﬁfﬂﬂ%%‘ﬂé@‘i (:,Hé:@?%) ...................................... 14
iﬁf):( TZEO'CV\Z)f)f (ﬁé@‘) ........................................ 15
B oo TBA  (FEIEE) rvrrrrereremmens s 16
Wl b V){%ﬁ@@ﬁlg%“ﬁ‘”'f:-ﬂ-\,xﬁx (f;@@‘) ...................... 17
Vo LD BEEOREE TRt wed  FEEE) e 18
\,\oi) g V)%E—i—b:ﬁx%@t (%E) .................................. 19
l/\’)lé g V)é:?%‘-i—b:ip%}@‘t (:/H\:j'p;ﬁgg.) ................................ 20
BROLBYBITRA) LB ofzht (BIFH) rreererrreeeroeeees 21
BROEEDBATRD I METo7ht (FBEE) ~ooveerereerrees 22
BROLBDBZTRAIDNET o7z (FRHER) «-ovvrvrrerrereeeees 22
TN ODOBENW/II% (BHTE) voovrememreermmeermenne i ees 23
ﬁﬁ\,\%@@?&b\f:gﬂ% (;j\:ﬁg‘g) ..... EEERE P 24
E%ﬂ%ﬂiﬁ.ﬁ@ﬂﬂﬁ% (r;g@) ...................................... 25
EATFIRBAOME S (FEFEE) +orvrrrrerrrriii e . 26
%ﬁt@ﬁg}:ﬁ\\ E‘fa_@of:@i (Eg‘[ﬁj) ................................ 27
FHOES, Rbeolznk (FESEFE) vovvrrrrrsvmeeseneeieienn. 28
&f)xi):{‘o‘ Ea:b:&(()ﬁxb-}'@ﬁs‘tﬂfﬂ%f:@ (%@) .................. 29
b, BB INIR DT OPH TR (FEEEE) oo 30
/—‘,"C“i)ﬂﬂ%%ﬂé V- A F (Egﬁ) ...................................... 31
é,\fc%)f)ﬂ%ﬁljé & g‘ai (:/H\::‘IEEE' .................................... 32
L L EZARINETRE (BIF) verrvrrrerrrr e 33
Ly X FARINIR VL (FEJERE) vvvervrrr i 34
‘3— <‘L:"%H‘<-f‘)i‘iﬁj - T (@g@') ........................................ 35
F N ERRA 5 T (FETEE) cevveerer e 36
EH%B’P&\I\%UK;:'/J‘B (Egﬁﬁ) ...................................... 37
Ha& D e b WVAZHD  (FEFEEE) oo 38
HESE L RIS Tl 0T (JHT) cevrerrrrerr e 39
HEE L METEDS— T 0T (FEEEE) «vvvvvrrrrrienne s 40
HEZE L S E T T oo TR (BBFE) rrvrrrvrvrrerennecsmnneee 41
BIZREWL BB TL R TE (FEIBEE) cevvvvrvmnriinneinn A2
Hedh e —#1T0Th, ERIILEOHBEF VDALV (W) - 43
L — DT, BRI ELMEBICEA Loz GLERE) - 44
R E R HELVTHIVWV LR 2R LE- T (BIFE) oo 45
B X S HEENTLVV LR RN EE 0T (FEEE) e 46
R S THEE ST L) LD (BITE) rorrrrerre e 47
SRR o> THREE ST LD LD - (FEEE) crvorvrrrrrrner e 18
7o LAV NER D £ OB IEDIEES o7 (BIT) -woeeerseessees 49
72 LR D O EFMBR OIS o7 (FEHIE) -oveereeeeeeees 50
TR BN R o L) RENTT B (BIFE) e 51
WA BEN o LI BENT D GEER) e 52



EHREGH, BEDBEPNIEDOTIC (BEEE) crorrrrrraremareanenn, 53

KRBT REDBPNIADOTIZ (HEEE) oo 54
ZOHRIZEIARIL A D TV (BITE) +ovvrvrorrreareiiiniiias 55
%@qﬂblgﬂf)“?RLUlo'C‘/‘f: ( J%uu) .............................. 56
r‘%‘t‘zﬂ%{-,{t@ﬁg (rﬁ@') ............................................ 57
%&ﬁ{t@ﬁiﬁ (;:f\:l'ﬁ—lg.g. .......................................... " 58
%5‘?‘(“5‘{“&1?7’)“@( &[,\3)0)(,: (f;g‘gg) .......................... 59
LI T EEFIIENBL EWVHDIZ (FEEE) svecvreerreirinin, 60
5&(@7}:&[,\26/\1132_ (ﬁgﬁ) ........ ’......' ............... eeeen 61
-5 i(@y)\fx[,\zb/ngi (:/H‘:ﬁ‘gg-) .................................. 62
ﬁk@tﬁ:‘ﬂ}dli—%f:%@.}: (f;g@) ..................................... 63
ﬁf(@&b‘}\b:%f:%@l (;H:fm;"ﬂ ................................... 64
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HA NI EEN L o2 D7 (BITG) crvvvrrrrrrrrrrenniaae i, 69
%A L:‘j:ﬂ&ﬁ\& Mmol-073 (:H:lﬁ“ﬂ-) ..... e e s e ee e et e 70
VI ERETFUL TSP TR oD (FE) cererreenes 71
TOVIBREFTFHML T AL TEZ Do rzd (FEEFE) ~rovereees 72
o) bilBERARIC»Po TWzoo T ‘
ZELBHDATToTE (BFE) ovevve- 73
MOV BILBERETIIrPoTWiEoo T
TELHBATToTE (HEHE) - 74
ML, B L—ADBARLZVIZEDLNAD  (BFE) -cvvoreeeerees 75
LAl . B L—ADTEARIIEbNDD  (FEETE) o 76
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FANFIIBE | DEA BT L7 (D) v oo 78
SEEORBDNIERIEGTELZVIIT S (BIE) e 79
ZEEORDDIEAETELEIIT S (HEHE) e 80
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BIZE D LA BHOB AT D 5 TS (BFE) oovrreeerennenes 89
BIZE D LAEEOBEUAZE Do T/ (FEEER) covverrreroeeeens 90
FHAHEESE W) DIRELEE ST ATTD (BTE) rrrrerrrrrieeneens 91
FHAWRS £V DIREBLE 572 ATTH  (HGRE) e 92
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Fli=+=, = (:H::@DD) .......................................... 94
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