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Chapter 1 

Introduction 

Abstract 

Aiming to contribute to the assessment of rules for assigning segmental durations for speech synthesis, 

the present study examines the cues underlying the perception of temporal structures of speech, both 

from a speech perceptual and from a psychoacoustical point of view. In speech perception experiments, 

auditory sensitivity to different kinds of distortions in temporal structures of real speech is determined. 

In psychoacoustical experiments, the internal mechanism mediating perceptual effects on the speech 

stimuli is estimated. 

In this chapter, we briefly describe the problems motivating this study and the approach taken in 

our experiments along with an outline of this dissertation. 
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